This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A system for transmitting voice messages from a caller over a 
network to a roco i vor , said system comprising: 

a first access device , sa i d f i rst accoss dov i co bo i ng coupled to a network and to a 
first communication to l ocommun i cat i on medium , said first access device comprising : i 

whoro i n sa i d f i rst accoss dov i co inc l udes a voice encoding convers i on device 
configured to receive for convert i ng a first voice signal roco i vod from a first voice device 
and generate a inte digital message data; and 

wh e r ei n sa i d f i rst acc e ss d e v i c e i nc l ud e s a transmission device configured to 
transmit for transm i ss i on of said digital message data through said network; 

wherein said transmission device transmits said digital message through said network 
after said voice encoding device generates said digital message . 

2. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 wherein said network is the Internet. 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently Amended) A method for transmitting voice messages over a network , said 
method comprising: 

transm i tt i ng a vo i co s i gna l from a first vo i co dov i co at a ca ll or l ocat i on i n a f i rst 
sorv i co aroa through a f i rst to l ocommunicat i on med i um ; 

receiving a said voice signal by m a first access device; 

encoding convert i ng said voice signal into a digital message s i gna l by to said first 
access device; and 
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after said step of encoding, transmitting said digital message s i gna l over a 
network. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4 further comprising the step of: 

transmitting a voice signal from a first voice device at a caller location in a first 
service area through a first communication medium to said access device; 

wherein said first voice device is a telephone and said first communication 
to l ocommun i cat i on medium is a telephone line. 

6 - 30. (Canceled) 

31. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 wherein said first voice device is a 
telephone and said first communication tolocommun i cat i on medium is a telephone line. 

32. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 further comprising: 

a second access device , sa i d s e cond acc e ss d o v i c o b ei ng coupled to said 
network and to a second communication to l ocommun i cat i on medium , said second 
access device comprising:^ 

whoro i n sa i d second access dovico inc l udes a receiving device configured to 
receive for roco i v i ng said digital message data from said network; and 

a voice decoding device configured to decode said digital message and generate 
a second voice signal for a second voice device coupled to said second communication 
medium 

whoro i n sa i d second access dov i co inc l udes a storage dov i co for stor i ng sa i d 
d i g i ta l data 

wherein said voice decoding device generates said second voice signal after said 
receiving device receives said digital message . 
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33. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 32 wherein said second access device 
further comprises a first storage device capable of storing said digital message 

i nc l udes a rotr i ov i ng dov i co for rotr i ov i ng sa i d d i g i ta l data from sa i d storage 
d e v i c e for d eli v e ry to a s e cond vo i c e d e v i c e through sa i d s e cond t ele commun i cat i on 
m cd iu m 

34. (Currently Amended) A system for receiving voice messages from a network 
sender , said system comprising: 

a first access device , sa i d f i rst access dov i co bo i ng coupled to a network and to a 
first communication to l ocommun i cat i on medium , said first access device comprising : ^ 

whoro i n sa i d f i rst access dov i co i nc l udes a receiving device configured to receive 
for roco i v i ng a digital message data roprosont i ng a convortod vo i co s i gna l from said 
network; and 

whoro i n sa i d f i rst access dov i co i nc l udos a storage dov i co for stor i ng sa i d d i g i ta l data; 

whoro i n sa i d f i rst access dov i co inc l udes a voice decoding rotr i ov i ng device 
configured to decode for r e tr ie v i ng said digital message data from sa i d storag e d e v i c e 
and generate a first voice signal for de l ivery to a first voice device coupled to through 
said first communication to l ocommun i cat i on medium 

wherein said voice decoding device generates said first voice signal after said receiving 
device receives said digital message . 

35. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 34 wherein said network is the Internet. 

36. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 34 wherein said first voice device is a 
telephone and said first communication to l ocommun i cat i on medium is a telephone line. 

37. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 34 further comprising: 
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a second access device , sa i d second accoss dev i ce be i ng coupled to said 
network and to a second communication to l ocommun i cat i on medium , said second 
access device comprising:^ 

wh e r ei n sa i d s e cond acc e ss d e v i c e includ e s a voice encoding conv e rs i on device 
configured to receive for convert i ng a second voice signal roco i vod from a second voice 
device and generate m te said digital message data; and 

whoro i n sa i d second accoss dev i ce i ncludes a transmission device configured to 
transmit for transm i ss i on of said digital message data through said network; 

wherein said transmission device transmits said digital message through said network 
after said voice encoding device generates said digital message . 

38. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 4 wherein said network is the Internet. 

39. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4 further comprising: 

receiving said digital message s i gna l from said network by a second access 
device; 

convert i ng sa i d d i g i ta l s i gna l i nto data for storage i nto a storage dov i co; and 

after said step of receiving, decoding r e tr ie v i ng said digital message data for 
de li very to a second voice device coupled to at a roc i p i ont l ocat i on i n a second serv i ce 
area through a second communication tolocommun i cat i on medium. 

40. (Currently Amended) A method of receiving voice messages from a network , said 
method comprising: 

receiving a digital message signa l roprosont i ng a converted vo i co s i gna l from 
said a network by a first access device; 

convert i ng sa i d d i g i ta l s i gna l i nto data for storage i nto a storage dov i co; and 
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after said step of receiving, decoding rotriov i ng said digital message to generate 
a first voice signal data for us i ng a first voice device coupled to at a roc i p i ont l ocat i on i n 
a f i rst s e rv i c e ar e a through a first communication t ele commun i cat i on medium. 

41 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 40 wherein said network is the Internet. 

42. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 40 wherein said first voice device is a 
telephone and said first communication to l ocommun i cat i on medium is a telephone line. 

43. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 40 further comprising: 

transm i tt i ng a vo i co s i gna l from a second vo i co dov i co at a ca ll or l ocat i on i n a 
second sorv i co area through a second to l ocommun i cat i on med i um; 

receiving a saM voice signal by tft a second access device; 

encoding convert i ng said voice signal into said digital message s i gna l by m said 
second access device; and 

after said step of encoding, transmitting said digital message s i gna l over said 
network to said first access device. 

44. (New) The system of claim 1 wherein said first access device further comprises a 
first storage device capable of storing said digital message. 

45. (New) The system of claim 32 wherein said second voice device is a telephone and 
said second communication medium is a telephone line. 

46. (New) The system of claim 33 wherein said first access device further comprises a 
second storage device capable of storing said digital message. 

47. (New) The system of claim 34 wherein said first access device further comprises a 
first storage device capable of storing said digital message. 

48. (New) The method of claim 4, further comprising the step of storing said digital 
message on a first storage device in said first access device. 
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49. (New) The method of claim 39, further comprising the step of storing said digital 
message on a first storage device in said second access device. 

50. (New) The method of claim 39 wherein said second voice device is a telephone and 
said second communication medium is a telephone line. 

51. (New) The method of claim 49, further comprising the step of storing said digital 
message on a second storage device in said first access device. 

52. (New) The method of claim 40, further comprising the step of storing said digital 
message on a first storage device in said first access device. 
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